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Therefore, stay awake! For you do not know on
which day your Lord will come. Matthew 24:42




First Sunday of Advent
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ADVENT: A MODEST PROPOSAL
Dear Friends in Christ,

A new liturgical year is upon us with the start of Advent this weekend. In the Church’s tradition, Advent is a
time of repentance, expectation, and silent preparation for the coming of Christ in the flesh. The readings and
prayers each Sunday lay out a clear set of themes to work through in our personal prayer: Week 1 is the Second
Coming of Christ, Week 2 is John the Baptist’s call to repentance, Week 3 is the life of John the Baptist, Week 4
is Our Lady.

For many of us, December ends up being a stressful time as we try to cram in Christmas parties and year-end
celebrations before December 25. And then once Christmas arrives, we find ourselves burnt out and
exhausted. What the Church proposes is the total opposite: Advent, properly observed, prepares us to
celebrate the full Christmas season, which begins (not ends!) on Christmas Day, continues on through New
Year’s (the Solemnity of Mary Mother of God) and Epiphany, and ends on the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord
(January 11).

In light of this, I'd like to make a few modest proposals to help us reclaim the true spirit of Advent.

First, in a manner similar to Lent, let us observe the penitential aspect of Advent. The liturgical color of violet
reminds of the fundamental principle that growing in faith necessarily involves repentance of sin and ongoing
penance. In fact, we know from ordinary human experience that there cannot be feasting without prior fasting.
Archbishop Henning has proposed that we take up once again the traditional practice of penance on all
Fridays of the year (except when solemnities like Christmas fall on a Friday). This would include some form of
fasting from food or activity, extra time for prayer, or engaging in a work of charity.

In union with Archbishop Henning’s personal pledge, | will commit myself to the traditional observance of
abstinence from meat on all Fridays beginning this Advent. | invite you to join me in this. Of course, it is just
one relatively minor penitential practice. But what a powerful sign of solidarity it would be to the world if
Catholics everywhere were known, like in ages past, for not eating meat on Friday! Furthermore, it would serve
as a mutual encouragement and reminder for each of us to keep penance at the fore of our spiritual lives.

Second, let us also make this season of Advent a time of repentance and creating space in our lives for Christ.
With new confession times available on Monday evenings, | invite everyone to make use of this wonderful
sacrament of God’s mercy. Just as our lives get cluttered with junk that accumulates over time, so do the
wounds of sin accumulate in our souls, preventing us from experiencing the full joy and freedom that Christ
desires for us.

Finally, | encourage everyone to set aside some extra time for quiet meditation on Sacred Scripture. Take
those 4 weekly themes of Advent and ponder them in light of the Sunday

readings. There will also be adoration of the Blessed Sacrament at Star of the Sea Church while confessions are
being heard; that’s a perfect time to set aside distractions for 30 minutes and re-center your heart and mind on
Christ.

| keep all of you in my daily prayers and will now be praying in a particular way that you have a fruitful Advent
season!

Yours in Christ,
Fr. Patrick
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Advent 2025 Schedule

Weekly events in December

Mondays, 6 -7pm @ Star of the Sea

Eucharistic Adoration & Confession available
Drop in anytime for a moment of silent prayer before
the Lord

Tuesdays, 7- 8pm @ Star of the Sea lower church
Advent Bible Study with Fr. Patrick

From Darkness to Light: Praying through the Sunday
Readings

Saturdays, 6:30am @ St. Joseph

(Starting December 6)

“Rorate Mass”

An Advent tradition of celebrating Mass by
candlelight on Saturday before dawn, in honor of

Our Lady, who brings the Light of Christ into the
world.

ADVENT PRAYER
Blessing the Advent Wreath
with Children

Dear Jesus, as we light the candle on this Advent wreath,
may the light of your presence bring hope and joy to our
hearts. Bless our family and our friends, and be with all
those who are in need this holiday season. Amen.

Week 1 - A Prayer for Hope

Heavenly Father, Advent is a time for remembering and
reflecting on the birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ. Father, | pray that you will turn our hearts toward
you as Christmas approaches. Let us not get caught up in
the hustle and bustle of the season this year and miss
the chance to celebrate the gifts of hope, peace, joy,
love, that you sent to us on that first Christmas.

Young Adult Bible Study & Social

Wednesday, December 3, 7:00 — 8:30pm

Bible study in the Parish Center followed by
drinks and fellowship at nearby restaurant

All those in their 20s and 30s are warmly invited!

Advent Liturgical Update
Starting November 29, 2025

1) The distribution of the Precious Blood at Holy
Communion will be suspended, per the
annual recommendation of the Archdiocese
during flu seasons. In addition, covid is still
making its way around, so it is best to stay
home if you are sick and coughing.

2) Sunday morning confessions at Star of the Sea
will no longer be offered. Please refer to the
Advent schedule for additional times.
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December 8: Holy Day of Obligation
Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception
of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Patroness of the United States of America

Masses schedule
9:00 a.m. St. Joseph Church

7:00 p.m. Star of the Sea Church

150th/75th Anniversary Committee
Parishioner Reflections

What has St. Andre Bessette Parish meant to

you? Do you have a particular memory of St.
Joseph or Star of the Sea Church?

We want to hear from you as we collect stories for
next year’s anniversary celebrations!

Please take a letter from the back of the church
which includes a brief questionnaire or use the QR
code to take access the online form.

St. Joseph's Star of the Sea
ISOYEARS 75YEARS

s
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First Sunday of Advent

Please remember in your prayers the
men and women of our parishes who
are serving our country.

SSGT Ben & Aurora Dignard, 1LT Nicholas Fortuna,

SPC Zachary Zbierajewski, SSG Heath Coburn,

TSGT Meaghan Zieske, MAJ William Austin, SGT Jonathan
Krafton, CAPT Olyia Bashaw, 1LT Mark C. Bashaw,

SGT Nicholas Everett, GM Cody Russell Morin,

2LT Evan King, LCPL Ruairi Cleary Bentley, SGT Anthony J.
Tomkiewicz Jr., AFC Lucas J. Tomkiewicz, SGT Evan M.
Munson, SN Ryan Perkins, SGT Alec V. Salzer,

SPC Matthew Dibona, AN Spencer T. Butzen, CAPT Jake
Gilbert, PFC Joseph Desprez,

1LT Eleanor Fremont-Smith

Heavenly Father, hold our troops in Your loving hands.
Protect them as they protect us. Bless them and their
families for the selfless acts they perform for us in our
time of need. We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Sacristans needed at Star of the Sea

After years of faithful service, our two sacristans
will be stepping down soon. Their largely hidden
role is essential for the functioning of the parish
and the celebration of Masses. Consider if the Lord
is calling you to serve in a deeper way.

The ideal candidate is someone who has recently
retired or has consistent availability on weekends.
Duties include setting up for Masses, overseeing
liturgical ministers, and unlocking/locking the
church. Please speak to Fr. Patrick if interested.

Fr. Patrick J. Fiorillo
Pastor

Please remember in your prayers

all those who are sick in our Parish.
May the Spirit of Christ renew the gift of life
within them and bring healing to their minds,
body and spirit.
Paul Palen, Hannah M., James Blood, Carole Young,
Brian Donahue, Julio Folgar, Jennifer Campano, Joan
Ferraro, Sandra & Cliff Buttry, Jeanine Fowler, Patrick
Willwerth, Renee Fowler, Linda Follansbee, Eileen
Hughes, Ed Gagnon, Bob Doyle, Donna O’Neil, Jodi
Rogers, Nancy Pouliot, Terry Brooks, Deacon Paul
Specht, Jennifer Riley, Shiela Prentiss

Praying for Our Future Priests

Please include in your prayers, an
Archdiocese of Boston seminarian by
name every day and at every Mass.
Seminarian:

Sunday, November 30 - Angel Velaszuez
Monday, December 1 - Juan Ortega Bran
Tuesday, December 2— Michael Uzoma
Wednesday, December 3— Quinn Cunninghan
Thursday, December 4— Chrisantusmary Eze
Friday, December 5- Ryan Immerman
Saturday, December 6— Michael Joy

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL

“CHRISTMAS CALENDAR”
ON SALE THE WEEKENDS OF
NOVEMBER 29/30 & DECEMBER 6/7
IN THE BACK OF
ST. JOSEPH & STAR OF THE SEA CHURCHES

These cards provide each recipient, during the
month of January 2026 with 31 chances to win
money. They make great gifts!!
Christmas Calendar Raffle Cards
are $10.00 ea.
There is $1,495 to be won throughout
the month of January 2026

Thank you for your continued and generous
support to the Society and our commitment to
help the poor in our communities.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
MONTHLY FOOD DRIVE

ST. ANDRE PARISH
AMESBURY & SALISBURY
PETTENGILL HOUSE

FOOD DRIVE: DECEMBER 6 - 7

On the first weekend of the month, please bring a
bag or two of groceries when you come to Mass, and
place at the main entrances to one of our churches.
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Christmas Flowers
This year, we are doing something different and
meaningful. The Christmas Flower collection is next
weekend. We ask you write the name(s) you wish to
remember “in memory of” or “in honor of” on the
envelope and place it into the collection basket or
drop it off at the office.

We will place the envelopes in a special box which
will be placed at the manger on Christmas Eve as a
sign of entrusting them to Christ. By doing so, this
will allow us to receive Christmas flower donation

and names up until December 21.

7 /ower

DFFERING

Thank you.

St. Joseph Church

“Giving Trees!”
The Giving Trees are located at the back
of the church. Attached to each ornament is a gift
request. Most gifts will cost between $25 and $50.
Please take a slip (ADULTS ONLY), purchase the
gift, and return it UNWRAPPED with the slip
attached. If you wish, you may include wrapping
paper and bows for the parents to use.

Due to the time constraints of the program, all gifts
must be returned NO LATER than SUNDAY,
DECEMBER 7" in order to be delivered on time.

Please contact Vicki Croteau at (978) 388-6043 if
you have any questions. Thank you for your

support.
U !

Ultreya Mass
St. André Bessette Parish hosting Ultreya Mass on
Friday, December 5, at 7:00pm, in the Upper
church. Please join us for worship, music, and hear
our fourth day speaker. Refreshments and
fellowship will then continue in the lower church.
All are welcome!

St. André Bessette
Combined Weekly Offertory
Star of the Sea and St. Joseph Churches
Saturday / Sunday November 15 - 16, 2025

Offertory
95 Envelopes: Offertory $5,546.00
Candles S 48.00
Online Giving $1,702.00
Total: $7,296.00

Second Collection - Retired Religious Sisters
Envelopes, Loose and Online: $1,890.00

Thank you for your ongoing support!

Second Collection
November 30 - Maintenance
December 7 - Christmas Flowers
December 14 - Heat
December 21 - Maintenance

St. André Bessette Grand Annual

s $90,000 :
$76,768.00 $70,000 Our goal
$60,000
$50,000
40,000
o THANK
s20000 YOU!
$10,000

HELP US REACH
OUR GOAL

This is an ongoing collection and there are yellow
envelopes located in the pews and on the tables by
the doors of the church. Place the envelope with your
donation in the weekend collection basket or mailed
to the parish office, 11 Sparhawk St., Amesbury, MA.
Thank you. Your donations are greatly appreciated.

NOTE: As of November 21, a total of 251 __ _
families have contributed $76,768.00
toward our goal of $100,000 from 320
families.

Scan QR code & select Grand Annual
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Office Staff Office Staff

Sue Greaney-Nolan Admin. Assistant/Cemetery Secretary
SueG@StAndreB.org

Receptionist/Bulletin Editor
HelenT@StAndreB.org

Temporary Faith Formation Admin.
DianaG@StAndreB.org

Finance Manager
RickF@StAndreB.org

Facilities Manager

Pastor
Pastor@StAndreB.org

Visiting Senior Priest

Reverend Patrick Fiorillo

Reverend Jack O’Brien bzl stz

Reverend Mister Chuck Hall

Deacon

Mary Connor
DeaconChuckHall@gmail.com ary -onno

Reverend Mister Paul Specht Senior Deacon

Beverly Fournier MA, MTS, MDiv Spiritual Direction
bgfournier@comcast.net

Rick Fournier

Maria Marques

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession)
St. Joseph Church
Saturday: 3:00 p.m.—3:45 p.m.
Star of the Sea Church
During Advent only- Mondays, 6 -7pm
Eucharistic Adoration & Confession available

Parish Office Address: 11 Sparhawk Street
Amesbury, MA 01913

Hours: 9:00 AM - 3:30 PM, Monday - Thursday
Closed: Friday, Saturday, Sunday & Holidays
Phone: 978.388.0330 Web: www.StAndreB.org

KEEP IN TOUCH WITH US VIA EMAIL AND TEXT ~FLOCKNOTE
Mass times, weather cancellations, ministry updates & more delivered to you phone.
Text SAB to 84576 or sign up online at: www.standreb.flocknote.com

€

WEEKEND MASS INTENTIONS - 2025

Saturday, November 29
4:00 pm St. Joseph - Ida Dewilde

6:00 pm Star of the Sea - Dwight E. Bartlett
Sunday, November 30

8:00 am Star of the Sea - Mass for the People
9:30 am St. Joseph - James Larson

WEEKDAY MASS INTENTIONS - 2025
Monday, December 1
9:00 am St. Joseph -
Tuesday, December 2
9:00 am Star of the Sea - Mary & Paul Moughan
Wednesday, December 3
9:00 am St. Joseph -

Saturday, December 6

6:30 am St. Joseph - Rorate Mass

4:00 pm St. Joseph - Margaret & Larry Quinn, Susan
Quinn Yelle

6:00 pm Star of the Sea - Robert & Christopher Kelley &
Lillian DiCroce

Sunday, December 7
8:00 am Star of the Sea - Mass for the People
9:30 am St. Joseph - Cynthia Steeves

Monday, December 8

9:00 am St. Joseph - Immaculate Conception

7:00 pm Star of the Sea - Immaculate Conception
Tuesday, December 9

9:00 am Star of the Sea - James & Mickey DiResta
Wednesday, December 10

9:00 am St. Joseph - Roland Becotte

St. Joseph Church, November 2025
In Memory
Host & Wine

Anita & Albert Theriault
By Their Loving Family

o

@

Sanctuary Candle
Anita & Albert Theriault
By Their Loving Family

Star of the Sea Church, November 2025
O In Memory

Host & Wine
Lou Masiello
By His Loving Wife

Sanctuary Candle
Lou Masiello
By His Loving Wife
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AN ADVENT
FESTIVAL OF
LESSONS & CAROLS

Saturday, December 6, 7:00PM
Sunday, December 7, 3:00PM

www.sjs.edu/events

"

AD SPACE

AVAILABLE
617-779-3771

+$1.99 SHIPPING

CALL 1-833-808-1814
PITTMANDAVIS.COM/P6YG26 USE CODE: P6YG26

Good while supplies last. Some restrictions may apply.
Limit 5 tins per customer.

IC: P6YG26

“Feed My Sheep” John 21:17

THE THEOLOGICAL

INSTITUTE

of SAINT JOHN’'S SEMINARY

Graduate Degree Programs for
Laity, Deacons, and Professed Religious

SPRING COURSES
REGISTRATION OPEN

Theological Anthropology

Ecclesiology

Liturgy and Sacraments

www.sjs.edu/theological-institute | 617-779-4104

clergytrust.org

v clergytrust

Your gift helps care for the
health and well-being of
priests in good standing.

SCANHEREfor  [m] e
Venmo, Google/ 3 i '»E" u
Apple Pay, PayPal e aly
via Givebutter. E g

Give today at

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

Main Street
Marketplace

Amesbury’s Newest

Shopping Destination.

23 Main Street, Amesbury
978-971-6323

° & §

For Advertising call 617-779-3771

Pilot Bulletins

Saint Andre Bessette, Amesbury/Salisbury, MA  4406/4744



E.V. Jutras & Sons Funeral Home
Norman E. Jutras, Jr. - Director
118 Friend Street, Amesbury - 978-388-0430

CONCRETE PRODUCTS

s H E A 24 High St. Amesbury, MA
3 “-‘ )
> .

800-696-SHEA (7432)

SRS [IPRIY S , Saturday: 7:30am-1pm

Manufacturer of - Concrete Stairs - Bulkheads CO.INC. Sunday: Closed
« Septic Tanks - Barriers and much more Tsine1975 " 4
el ‘L
HOURS CHARLES E. SCHISSEL wiLmiNGToN 978-658-2645 AMEsBURY Open to the public!
Al 8’;"::;:‘;\ General Practice of Law www.SheaConcrete.com (NI
 “Since 1943 Sun 9am-Gpm LA : & garden supplies under
" 6 Pond St. Amesbur Including Real Estate, Wills, = ; Greenery Designs one roof!
. y Trusts, Probate of Estates Florals www.amesburyindustrial.com
51 Sparhawk Street 8 Market Square, Amesbury
We offer: FANCY MEATS, PRODUCE, BEER, / : MA 019 Aaai
?N(IJNEILIQUOR, MEATS, PRODUCE, BEE AI‘ITeSbur), i\rlr-\ 01913 ESIGNG| Www.areenery designs.net
www.VermettesFoodmart.com (978) 388-6171 FLORALS| 978-388-9031

l»".- x| .-'— : i

= o e e ul C. Rogers
MECHANICAL [ - Are you caring for a loved at home Tamily Qurs;:'f c:’{rfnfs %
&COLLISION [ * who needs daily assistance? it bl

SPECIALIST You may qualify for our supportive

978_346_8961 program and tax-free monthly payment.

28 Broad Street @ www.adultfostercarens.com
T et 978-281-2612

A MassHealth agency serving Essex
SLOBAN AUTO BODY = @b County and beyond for over 20 years.

Family Owned & Operated since 1929

CLEAR VIEW WEALTH ADVISORS, LLC

Fee-Only Financial Planning
No Product Sales - Advice Only

> e FALL DISCOUnt-’ & '5 Investment Management
il ? cé 0 :# &'«_5«;_; . Full Service Tax Planning & Tax Preparation
20 /0 FF ¢ v *_ Florist serving Retirement Income Planning
J vl X

4 v % the Seacoast “Your Money Guide for Your Life’s Journey”
until 12/21/25! W Steve Stanganelli, CFP®
Beach Plum Flower ShOp Amesbury Office 978-388-0020
Schedule your Free In Home Consultation Today 50 Water St. Newburyport MA 01950 www.TaxWealthNetwork.com
(978) 465-1739 beachplumtoo.com CVWA is a MA & NH registered investment advisor

Call/(978)-381-1637

Siding = Windows

Roofing = Doors = Gutters
For every purchase from now until the

end of the year Hi Tech will donate a %
of each sale to participating parishes

www.hitechcorp.biz

Oluibird e weLers
80 Main St. Amesbury
978-388-1882
www.starbirdjewelers.com

The Hungry Traveler

Restaurant & Lounge

978-465-9743
98 Beach Road, Salisbury, MA 01952

Mercy Meals, Celebration of Life, Baby Shower,
Birthdays, and Anniversary parties, Etc.
We have a function room with an elevator.
We are a full-service restaurant.

Kevin Moury: 978-361-7080

facebook.com/thehungrytraveler

AD SPACE

AVAILABLE

617-779-3771 “Feed My Sheep” John 21:17 ANGLE'S

T CLEANOUTS AND

JUNK REMOVAL

Traditional Funerals

Pre-Planning & 4Angie’s .Cléanouts and Junk Removal, LLC is you.r
WO m ey, e a n C ’ 0 n e . . full-service junk removal and cleanouts company in
Cremation Services Amesbury for your home or business.

FUNERAL HOME 20 years’ Experience.
Visit our website at www.angiesjunkremoval.com

Or Call Us Today for a Free Quote at 978-335-1952

A Full Service Funeral Home

Louis A. Hebbelinck IT | 193 High St. Newburyport, MA 01950 | 978-465-9323 | www.tlcfuneralhome.com

P State Automotive Repair
'TN&&UTO??OTI@ Dealer Alternative for All Makes™" 2%

'uummm_nnn\nmmntf CaII or Text: 978.465.9833
\ SureCritic 4.9% Google 4.7% CarFax 4.8%

CODE: PILOT252 Experience the State Automotive Difference... Quality. Integrity. Enthusiasm.

SCHEDULE ONLINE:

For Advertising call 617-779-3771 [IHITA T Pilot Bulletins Saint Andre Bessette, Amesbury/Salisbury, MA  4406/4744
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