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The NaƟvity of the Lord - Christmas

Welcome! We are glad you are here to join us in worship in the celebraƟon of the Eucharist 
(Mass). At the Eucharist, the Church comes together to hear the Word of the Lord, to pray for 
the world's needs, to offer the sacrifice of the Cross in praise and thanks to God, to receive 

Christ Jesus in communion, and then to be sent forth in the Spirit as disciples of the Gospel. If you are not 
familiar with the Mass, the Order of the Mass can be found on pages 3-29 of the Breaking Bread hymnal. 
We call parƟcular aƩenƟon to the text of the Gloria and the Nicene Creed located on the inside cover. The 
scripture (Bible) readings for today's Mass can be found on page 47

WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday

4:00 p.m. - St. Joseph Church 
6:00 p.m. - Star of the Sea Church (Town Church)

Sunday
8:00 a.m. - Star of the Sea Church (Town Church)
9:30 a.m. - St. Joseph Church 

WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday 

9:00 a.m. - St. Joseph Church 
Tuesday

9:00 a.m. - St. Joseph Church (Jan. 6 - Feb.17)
Wednesday

9:00 a.m. - St. Joseph Church 

EUCHARISTIC CELEBRATIONS

St. André Bessette Parish
Parish Office Address:  11 Sparhawk Street, Amesbury, MA 01913

Hours:  9:00 �Ã - 3:30 ÖÃ, Monday - Thursday   Closed: Friday, Saturday, Sunday & Holidays
Phone:  978.388.0330   Web:  www.StAndreB.org

SACRAMENTAL CELEBRATIONS

ReconciliaƟon: St. Joseph Church, Saturdays:  3:00 - 3:45 p.m.
    Star of the Sea , Every 2nd Monday of the month 6:00-7:00p.m. with Eucharistic Adoration

(Star ng January 12, 2026) 
BapƟsm: Call parish office for scheduling
Sacrament of the Sick: For home emergency or when entering the hospital, please call the office. 
Marriage:  Arrangements should be made by calling the parish office at least one (1) year in advance for 
marriage preparaƟons and desired date.

www.StAndreB.org
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Frromm thee Pastor’ss Deskk  

Fr. Jack O’Brien, Deacon Chuck Hall, Bev and Rick Fournier, Sue Greaney-Nolan, Helen Theriault, Maria Marques, 
Mary Connor, Don Beaulieu, Jacob Gabrian, Tim Tuxbury, Terry BeecroŌ, Marie Packer, Claudia Keyian, Mike 
Driscoll, Jack Rogers, Margaret Doyle & St. Joseph Choir, Paula Fortuna & the Contemporary Group, Lauren Luz, 
Eddie LaBaƩe, Bob Fowler, Bob Thomas, Altar Servers, EucharisƟc Ministers, Lectors, Greeters, Ushers, and 
Decorators.   Thank you again and my apologies if I have missed anyone.         Fr. Patrick Fiorillo

W  A
The following volunteers gave of their me and talent

to make our Christmas Celebra ons possible.

A blessed and merry Christmas to all!

“The Son of God became man so that we might become God.”

If this statement sounds too good to be true, or even bizarre, you heard it correctly! It was first 
proclaimed by a great theologian of the Early Church, Saint Athanasius, and is now quoted in the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church (#460). It bears repeaƟng oŌen because we so easily lose sight of the 
incredible life that Christ has prepared for us. That same paragraph from the Catechism explains, “the 
Word became flesh to make us partakers of the divine nature.” Truly, grace offers us a share in the inner 
divine life of God Himself! When we say “yes” to following Christ, to conforming our life to His, and to 
parƟcipaƟng fully in the sacramental life of the Catholic Church, Christ lives within us. Without losing our 
disƟnct human nature, we “become God” by grace.

All of this is possible for every single one of us, thanks to the Son of God taking on our human nature at 
the IncarnaƟon. But because of our daily struggle with sin, which distracts and discourages us, we are in 
need of constant reminders. Thus, on Christmas Day 1,600 years ago, Pope Leo the Great exhorted his 
congregaƟon in Rome with these famous words: 

“Chris an, know your dignity!”

And so, as you gaze upon the Christ Child in the manger this Christmas season, be reminded your own 
wonderful dignity and the infinite longing of Jesus to find a welcome home in your heart. 

It is a joy to be celebraƟng Christmas with you for the first Ɵme in Amesbury and Salisbury. These first 3 
months of being pastor of St. André BesseƩe Parish have revealed to me many special blessings about 
this community and have made me ever more eager to share in the great journey of faith with you. 

As I like to remind people, the Christmas Season concludes with the Feast of the BapƟsm of the Lord on 
January 11. So even though the stores will have long ceased playing Christmas music, let’s keep those 
Christmas trees in place and conƟnue singing Christmas carols for the next 18 days!

On behalf of Father Jack, Father Collins, Deacon Chuck, and the enƟre parish staff, we wish you and your 
family a blessed and holy Christmas season.

Yours in Christ,
Fr. Patrick Fiorillo
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The NaƟvity of the Lord - Christmas

  PÙ�ù®Ä¦ ¥ÊÙ OçÙ FçãçÙ� PÙ®�ÝãÝ
Please include in your prayers, an Archdiocese 
of Boston seminarian by name every day and 
at every Mass.
Seminarian: 
Sunday, December 21 - Rev. Mr. Diego Pena
Monday, December 22 - Rev. Mr. Johnathan Saniuk
Tuesday, December 23 - Br. Joseph Teresa
Wednesday, December 24 - Rev. Mr. Vincent Zizza
Thursday, December 25 - All Seminarians
Friday, December 26 - Luke Azzani
Saturday, December 27 - Alden Bronson

  OçÙ M®½®ã�Ùù F�Ã®½ù 
Please remember in your   

prayers the men and women    
of our parishes who are 

serving our country.

SSGT Ben Dignard, USAF, & wife Aurora
1LT Nicholas Fortuna, US Army NaƟonal Guard
SPC Zachary Zbierajewski, US Army
SSG Heath Coburn, US Army
TSGT Meaghan Zieske, USAF
MAJ William AusƟn, US Army
SGT Jonathan KraŌon, US Air NaƟonal Guard
CAPT Olyia Bashaw, USAF
CAPT Mark C. Bashaw, US Army
SGT Nicholas EvereƩ, US Army Reserves
GM Cody Russell Morin, US Navy
2LT Evan King USMC
LCPL Ruairi Cleary Bentley, USMC
SGT Anthony J. Tomkiewicz Jr., USMC
AFC Lucas J. Tomkiewicz, USAF
SGT Evan M. Munson, US Army
SN Ryan Perkins, US Navy
SGT Alec V. Salzer, US Army
SPC MaƩhew DiBona, US Army
AN Spencer T. Butzen, US Navy 
CAPT Jake Gilbert, US Army
PFC Joseph Desprez, US Army
1LT Eleanor Fremont-Smith, US Army 

Heavenly Father, hold our troops in Your loving 
hands. Protect them as they protect us.  Bless 
them and their families for the selfless acts they 
perform for us in our me of need. We ask this 
through Christ our Lord. Amen

Remember Our Veterans 
Whether a veteran is physically in baƩle or just 
mentally, we mustn’t forget the price that they’ve 
all paid. Some veterans have found salvaƟon from 
their post-traumaƟc stress disorder however, others 
have not. When you uƩer prayers for veterans 
remember that a soldier’s work is never done. Even 
though they may not be physically on the front lines 
their mind and soul may sƟll be there. 

Clergy Health and ReƟrement Trust

Today’s collecƟon helps provide for the 
health and wellbeing of our 580 acƟve and 

senior priests in good standing in our Archdiocese.

Among the giŌs you give this Christmas season, please 
consider supporƟng this special collecƟon for the priests 
who dedicated their lives to our parishes and families. 
Drop your envelope in today’s basket or send your 
contribuƟon to Clergy Health and ReƟrement Trust, 
Archdiocese of Boston, 66 Brooks Drive, Braintree, MA 
02184. To donate online, please visit clergytrust.org 

Please remember in your prayers
all those who are sick in our Parish.

May the Spirit of Christ renew the gi  of life 
within them and bring healing to their minds, 
body and spirit.
Paul Palen, Hannah M., Carole Young, Sandra & Cliff 
BuƩry, Jeanine Fowler, Patrick Willwerth, Renee 
Fowler, Eileen Hughes, Bob Doyle, Donna O’Neil, Jodi 
Rogers, Charles Termine, Terry Brooks, Deacon Paul 
Specht, Jennifer Riley, Shiela PrenƟss, Margaret Doyle

Holy Day of Obligation
Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God 

5:00 p.m., Wednesday, December 31,
                     Star of the Sea Town Church
11:00 a.m., Thursday, January 1

                       St. Joseph Church



5

December 25, 2025

Christmas Flowers
This year, we have placed your envelopes 
with the names you wish to remember in 
memory of or in honor of  in a special box at the 
manger on Christmas Eve as a sign of entrusting 
them to Christ Child. 

Do you know someone who…
-Wants to become Catholic?
-Was bapƟzed but never received 1st Communion
or ConfirmaƟon?
-Is thinking about it but on fence?
Invite them to our Order of Chris an Ini a on for
Adults program!

Those in late teens and older are invited to this 
unique journey of inquiry, formaƟon, and 
conversion.  It meets on Sundays following the 
9:30am Mass.  For further informaƟon, and to sign 
up, please contact the Parish Office, or speak to 
Fr. Patrick aŌer any Mass.

From the OCIA team: 
Blessings to you and yours during this Holy Season!

 Put Your Faith into Ac on
We are a Men’s Fraternal organizaƟon. We 
are here to help serve our community, and 
our Knights are involved in all aspects of 

church life in Amesbury and Salisbury. 

The Knights of Columbus, Council 16437 
would like to thank all those who contributed to the 
monthly food drive and  tootsie roll drive. 
Men interested in becoming a Knight can call 
Mike Sanborn at 978-815-6583

  Merry Christmas to you and your family.

Parish Office Hours during Christmas Week

Wednesday, Dec 24: Closed at Noon
Thursday, Dec. 25: Closed, Christmas Day 
Friday, Dec. 26: Closed
Wednesday, Dec 31: Closed at Noon
Thursday, January 1: Closed, New Year Day 
Friday, January 2: Closed

Sã. V®Ä��Äã �� P�ç½ SÊ�®�ãù 
assist many people year round. 

They rely on your generous 
donaƟons for them to be able to serve the less 

fortunate in our communiƟes. 
Please remember them as you leave the church by 
leaving a dona on in the poor boxes. Thank you.

Grand Annual Collection: Thanks be to God!

A heartfelt note of gratitude to the 281 families 
who contributed $92,094 to the Grand Annual 
Collection as of December 15. We’ve now 
surpassed last year’s total, which is a sign of 
deep commitment to the long-term flourishing 
of St. André Bessette Parish. God bless you all

Help to sustain your church with the
security and convenience of Online Giving

With Online Giving, you can give back to your church 
whenever and wherever with the simple click of a 
buƩon from your computer or smart device.
To sign up for Online Giving, go to www.StAndreB.org, 
click on “Donate” at the top of page.

www.StAndreB.org
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The NaƟvity of the Lord - Christmas

St. Joseph Church
2 School St.
Amesbury, MA 01913

Star of the Sea Town 
Church

October thru May
18 Beach Rd.

Star of the Sea Beach  Chapel
Memorial Day thru Columbus Day

141 North End Blvd.
Salisbury, MA

KEEP IN TOUCH WITH US VIA EMAIL AND TEXT ~FLOCKNOTE
Mass Ɵmes, weather cancellaƟons, ministry updates

&  more delivered to you phone. 
Text SAB to 84576 or sign up online at: www.standreb.flocknote.com

WEEKEND MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, December 27

4:00 pm St. Joseph  - Mass for the People

6:00 pm  Star of the Sea - Mass for the People

Sunday, December 28
8:00 am Star of the Sea - Marian Ryczek

9:30 am St. Joseph - James Humphries

Office Staff

Reverend Patrick Fiorillo          Pastor 
  Pastor@StAndreB.org

Reverend Jack O’Brien             VisiƟng Senior Priest
Reverend Mister Chuck Hall       Deacon

   DeaconChuckHall@gmail.com

Reverend Mister Paul Specht      Senior Deacon
Beverly Fournier MA, MTS, MDiv    Spiritual DirecƟon

        bgfournier@comcast.net

Office Staff
Sue Greaney-Nolan   Admin. Assistant/Cemetery Secretary

SueG@StAndreB.org

Helen Theriault        RecepƟonist/BulleƟn Editor
HelenT@StAndreB.org

Mary Connor  Temporary Faith FormaƟon Admin.
FaithFormaƟon@StAndreB.org

Rick Fourni Finance Manager
   RickF@StAndreB.org

Maria Marques          FaciliƟes Manager 

St. Joseph Church, December 2025
In Memory

Star of the Sea Church, December 2025
In Memory

Host & Wine
Frank, Angie & John Calobrisi

By Loving Family

Sanctuary Candle
James & Mickey Diresta

By Loving Family

Host & Wine
Leo Boudreau Jr.

By His Loving Wife Noella

Sanctuary Candle
Leo Boudreau Jr.

By His Loving Wife Noella

WEEKDAY MASS INTENTIONS 
Monday, December 29
9:00 am St. Joseph - Armand HyaƩ
Tuesday, December 30
9:00 am Star of the Sea -
Wednesday, December 31
9:00 am St. Joseph - Joseph Muise Sr.
5:00 pm Star of the Sea - Solemnity of Mary
Thursday, January 1
11:00 am St. Joseph - Solemnity of Mary

mailto:Pastor@StAndreB.org
mailto:DeaconChuckHall@gmail.com
mailto:bgfournier@comcast.net
mailto:SueG@StAndreB.org
mailto:HelenT@StAndreB.org
mailto:on@StAndreB.org
mailto:RickF@StAndreB.org
www.standreb.flocknote.com
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“Feed My Sheep” John 21:17 

Main Street 
Marketplace
Amesbury’s Newest 

Shopping Destination.
23 Main Street, Amesbury 

978-971-6323

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

SAVE 32%

R E G .  $ 2 9 . 9 9 

NOW 
$19.99 
+ $7.99 SHIPPING

C A L L  1 - 8 3 3 - 8 0 8 - 1 8 1 4
PITTMANDAVIS.COM/P6YG26  USE CODE: P6YG26
Good while supplies last. Some restrictions may apply. 
Limit 5 tins per customer. IC: P6YG26
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Visiting
Your
Area
Soon!

Be prepared before the next power outage.
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All your hardware, home, 
& garden supplies under 

one roof!

24 High St. Amesbury, MA

(978) 388-1313

Monday - Friday: 7am-5pm
Saturday: 7:30am-1pm

Sunday: Closed

Open to the public!

www.amesburyindustrial.com

Family Owned & Operated since 1929

28 Broad Street
Merrimac, MA

MECHANICAL 
& COLLISION 
SPECIALIST

SLOBAN AUTO BODY

978-346-8961   

Louis A. Hebbelinck II   |   193 High St. Newburyport, MA 01950   |   978-465-9323   |   www.tlcfuneralhome.com

Traditional Funerals

Pre-Planning & 

Cremation Services

A Full Service Funeral Home

Full Service 
Florist Serving 
the Seacoast

Beach Plum Flower Shop
50 Water St. Newburyport MA 01950
(978) 465-1739 beachplumtoo.com

Manufacturer of 
 and much more

WILMINGTON 978-658-2645 AMESBURY

www.SheaConcrete.com

800-696-SHEA (7432)

E.V. Jutras & Sons Funeral Home
Norman E. Jutras, Jr. - Director

118 Friend Street, Amesbury • 978-388-0430

6 Pond St. Amesbury

HOURS
Mon-Fri 

8am-9pm 
Sun 9am-6pm

We offer: FANCY MEATS, PRODUCE, BEER, 
WINE, LIQUOR, LOTTERY and more!

www.VermettesFoodmart.com

978-388-0320

“Feed My Sheep” John 21:17 

The Hungry Traveler
Restaurant & Lounge

Mercy Meals, Celebration of Life, Baby Shower, 
Birthdays, and Anniversary parties, Etc. 

We have a function room with an elevator. 
We are a full-service restaurant.   

978-465-9743
98 Beach Road, Salisbury, MA 01952

Kevin Moury: 978-361-7080
facebook.com/thehungrytraveler

Fee-Only Financial Planning
No Product Sales - Advice Only

Investment Management
Tax Planning & Tax Preparation

Retirement Income Planning
“Your Money Guide for Your Life’s Journey”

Steve Stanganelli, CFP®

www.TaxWealthNetwork.com
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Angie’s Cleanouts and Junk Removal, LLC is your 

full-service junk removal and cleanouts company in 

Amesbury for your home or business.

20 years’ Experience.

Visit our website at www.angiesjunkremoval.com
Or Call Us Today for a Free Quote at 978-335-1952

8 Market Square, Amesbury

978-388-9031
www.greenery-designs.net

Greenery Designs 
Florals

StarbirdStarbird JEWELERSJEWELERS
80 Main St. Amesbury80 Main St. Amesbury

978-388-1882978-388-1882
www.starbirdjewelers.comwww.starbirdjewelers.com

AA

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

978-417-9127
Debbie Beal Realtor®
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AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

SUPPORT OUR PRIESTS 
THIS CHRISTMAS

Give today at
clergytrust.org

Your gift helps care for the health and 
well-being of priests in good standing.

SCAN HERE for 
Venmo, Google/ 
Apple Pay, PayPal 
via Givebutter.

www.amesburyindustrial.com
www.tlcfuneralhome.com
www.SheaConcrete.com
www.SheaConcrete.com
www.SheaConcrete.com
www.VermettesFoodmart.com
www.TaxWealthNetwork.com
www.TaxWealthNetwork.com
www.angiesjunkremoval.com
www.angiesjunkremoval.com
www.greenery-designs.net
www.starbirdjewelers.com
www.starbirdjewelers.com



