
S . J ep  Churc
Amesbur

Star of th  Se  Churc
           Salisbur

December 14 2025

St. André Bessette Parish



2

              Third Sunday of Advent

St. André Bessette Parish
FFromm thee Pastor’ss Deskk 
Dear Friends in Christ,
As I write this on Sunday, what a grace-filled 1st week of Advent we had! A combined 100 people of all ages 
parƟcipated in EucharisƟc AdoraƟon, Confession, Bible study, young adult fellowship, youth movie night, 
and Rorate Mass. I pray that this momentum will conƟnue through Advent and produce new fruits of faith, 
hope, and charity.

As you know, the administraƟon involved in running a parish is like that of a small business. I am 
dependent on so many of you who offer your Ɵme, talent, and financial support, enabling everything to 
happen as it does. I’d like to draw aƩenƟon to a few parƟcular people whose commitment of Ɵme and 
talent largely go unnoƟced. 

Rick Fournier has been serving as our Manager of Finance on a voluntary basis since 2020. AŌer reƟring 
from his accounƟng business, he stepped in to fill what was supposed to be a temporary vacancy. But due 
to budget constraints since covid, a new staff member was never hired and Rick has conƟnued to selflessly 
delay full reƟrement ever since.

Our Finance CommiƩee is by far the most engaged Finance CommiƩee I’ve ever witnessed. Kevin, Don, 
Chris, Griff, and Dawne meet on a monthly basis not only to review the finances and offer professional 
oversight and consultaƟon to the me, but they themselves do much of the work that would normally be 
done by a paid Manager of OperaƟons. The Chair of the commiƩee, Kevin Ferreri, is on-site on a weekly 
basis, taking Ɵme away from his full-Ɵme job to engage with contractors and vendors, ensuring that our 
capital projects are completed properly and in a Ɵmely manner. He also graciously receives my late-night 
emergency maintenance calls!

Rick and Kevin’s combined work amount to at least 15 hours/week of professional work that would 
normally be done by a paid Manager of Finance & OperaƟons. This has saved us well over $100,000 over 
the past 5 years. Furthermore, since they are not able to be in the office on a daily basis, many daily 
operaƟonal tasks fall on our Office Administrator, Sue Greaney-Nolan. Sue goes beyond her job descripƟon 
on a daily basis to keep everything working and organized.

Please join me in thanking Rick, Kevin, and Sue for their spirit of service and generosity. Soon we must look 
at hiring a Manager of Finance & OperaƟons, which would relieve the work of Rick and Kevin, and allow 
our operaƟons to be directed more toward our mission of building up the Body of Christ.

With that note of graƟtude, please see my update below on our Grand Annual CollecƟon and the 
corresponding capital improvement projects.

Yours in Christ,
Fr. Patrick

Weekday Mass Change - StarƟng January 6
From January 6 through February 17, the 9am Mass on Tuesdays will be celebrated at St. Joseph Church. 
With Fr. Patrick being away for two of those weeks and new sacristans being recruited, we hope to return 
to the former schedule by the Ɵme Lent begins.
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Advent 2025 Schedule 
Weekly events in December 
 

Mondays, 6 -7pm @ Star of the Sea 
EucharisƟc AdoraƟon & Confession available 
Drop in any me for a moment of silent prayer before 
the Lord 
 

Tuesdays, 7- 8pm @ Star of the Sea lower church 
Advent Bible Study with Fr. Patrick 
From Darkness to Light: Praying through the Sunday 
Readings 
 

Saturdays, 6:30am @ St. Joseph 
(StarƟng December 6) 
 “Rorate Mass” 
An Advent tradi on of celebra ng Mass by 
candlelight on Saturday before dawn, in honor of 
Our Lady, who brings the Light of Christ into the 
world. 

Stewardship Update 
While weekly offertory giving supports our 
operaƟonal budget (salaries, uƟliƟes, insurance, 
ongoing maintenance, etc.), the Grand Annual 
CollecƟon goes toward major capital improvement 
projects. I’m happy to announce that the following 
projects have been completed successfully, thanks 
to your support. 
 
Fall 2025 Completed Capital Improvement 
Projects and Costs 
-Rectory boiler replacement and plumbing: $15,300 
-Asbestos abatement at Star of the Sea Town 
Church: $13,000 
-HeaƟng pipe repairs at Star of the Sea (ongoing): 
$12,750 
-New boiler / heaƟng system at St. Joseph: 
$343,000* 
*$257,000 already raised through the Inspiring 
Hope Campaign 
 
Next anƟcipated major capital improvement 
Replacement of heaƟng pipes in both churches.  
 

Grand Annual – almost there! 
As of December 4, we’re up to $84,444 from 273 
families. If you haven’t already, please consider 
making a giŌ before Christmas to help us reach 
$100,000 from 320 families. Thank you so much 
and God bless you!  

NOTE: As of December 4, a total of 273 
families have contributed $84,444.00 
toward our goal of $100,000 from 320 
families. 
        Scan QR code & select Grand Annual 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
After the 9:30 Mass last Sunday, Fr. Patrick met 
with grades 1–5 to discuss the Second Sunday of 
Advent. The children were eager to respond to his 
questions! 
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              Third Sunday of Advent

Please remember in your prayers
all those who are sick in our Parish.

May the Spirit of Christ renew the giŌ of life 
within them and bring healing to their minds, 
body and spirit.
Paul Palen, Hannah M., James Blood, Carole Young, 
Brian Donahue, Julio Folgar, Jennifer Campano, Joan 
Ferraro,  Sandra & Cliff BuƩry, Jeanine Fowler, Patrick 
Willwerth, Renee Fowler, Linda Follansbee, Eileen 
Hughes, Bob Doyle, Donna O’Neil, Jodi Rogers, Nancy 
Pouliot, Charles Termine, Terry Brooks, Deacon Paul 
Specht, Jennifer Riley, Shiela PrenƟss, Margaret Doyle

Praying for Our Future Priests
Please include in your prayers, an 
Archdiocese of Boston seminarian by 
name every day and at every Mass.
Seminarian: 
Sunday, December 14 - Rafael Milla
Monday, December 15 - Gustavo Neitzke
Tuesday, December 16 -  Edward Rodriguez
Wednesday, December 17 -  Aaron Sanz
Thursday, December 18 -  Rev. Mr. David Cataline
Friday, December 19 -  Br. Vladimir Huber
Saturday, December 20 - Rev. Mr. Javier Padilla

Sacristans Needed at Star of the Sea
Our two long-Ɵme sacristans will be stepping down 
soon: Don will conclude aŌer Christmas and Helen 
will transiƟon out over the next few months. Don 
and Helen have a combined 20+ years of service to 
our parish, fulfilling an indispensable role for the 
celebraƟon of Mass and sacraments. 

The Ɵme has arrived for new volunteers to step 
up and offer the giŌ of their Ɵme and talent.
Due to the schedule of Masses and our reliance on 
help from priests not assigned to the parish, it is 
unfeasible for the priest to be solely responsible 
for opening/closing the church and seƫng up for 
Mass.  With a team of volunteers working 
together, it would only require 1 hour a week of 
service: coming 45 minutes early for Mass and 
staying 15 minutes aŌer the end of Mass.
Will you make a small sacrifice of Ɵme and talent 
for the flourishing of our parish? If so, please 
speak to Fr. Patrick, Don or Helen.

Please remember in your prayers the 
men and women of our parishes who 
are serving our country.
SSGT Ben & Aurora Dignard, 1LT Nicholas Fortuna, 
SPC Zachary Zbierajewski, SSG Heath Coburn,
TSGT Meaghan Zieske, MAJ William AusƟn, SGT Jonathan 
KraŌon, CAPT Olyia Bashaw, CAPT Mark C. Bashaw, 
SGT Nicholas EvereƩ, GM Cody Russell Morin, 
2LT Evan King, LCPL Ruairi Cleary Bentley, SGT Anthony J. 
Tomkiewicz Jr., AFC Lucas J. Tomkiewicz, SGT Evan M. 
Munson, SN Ryan Perkins, SGT Alec V. Salzer,
SPC MaƩhew Dibona, AN Spencer T. Butzen, CAPT Jake 
Gilbert, PFC Joseph Desprez, 
1LT Eleanor Fremont-Smith
Heavenly Father, hold our troops in Your loving hands. 
Protect them as they protect us.  Bless them and their 
families for the selfless acts they perform for us in our 
Ɵme of need. We ask this through Christ our Lord.

On Monday, November 24, 2025, six parishioners sorted 
three pallets of food over three hours for Our Neighbors 
Table to assist with the organizaƟon’s annual food drive. 
The Anniversary CelebraƟon CommiƩee has a number 
of such community events planned in conjuncƟon with 
both Saint Joseph’s 150th and Star of the Sea’s 75th 
anniversaries in 2026.
Pictured l-r are: Kevin Burns, Michael Sanborn, Mary 
Connor, Jim Kraus, Ken Steeves and Gary Noel.
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St. André Young Adults

Next gathering: 
Wednesday, December 17, 7:00pm ,Parish Center
Bible study followed by drinks and fellowship at 
nearby restaurant.
All those in their 20s and 30s are warmly invited!

A�ò�Äã PÙ�ù�Ù
Blessing the Advent Wreath 

with Children

Blessing the Advent Wreath with Children

Dear Jesus, as we light the candles on this Advent 
wreath, may the light of your presence bring Hope 
and Peace and Joy to our hearts. Bless our family 
and our friends, and be with all those who are in 
need this Christmas season. Amen.

Week 3, Joy
Dear Jesus, help us focus on you during this busy 
season. May we stay aware of the joy you bring into 
our lives. We want to find you in the everyday 
moments and come with hearts of graƟtude to your 
manger on Christmas. Amen

  St ..  Andréé  Besset tee  Paris h

We would like to cordially invite you, your family, your friends, your neighbors, and even your relaƟves 
who are from out-of-state to celebrate the birth of Jesus with us this Christmas. Here are our Mass Ɵmes 
for Christmas and Christmas Eve: 

Christmas Eve (Wednesday, 12/24/2025)
4:00 p.m. St. Joseph Church - 2 School St., Amesbury
4:00 p.m. Star of the Sea Beach Chapel - 141 N. End Blvd., Salisbury
6:00 p.m. Star of the Sea Town Church - 18 Beach Rd., Salisbury
9:00 p.m. St. Joseph Church - 2 School St., Amesbury (Choir sings Christmas songs before Mass at 8:30)

Christmas (Thursday, 12/25/2025)
8:00 a.m. Star of the Sea Town Church - 18 Beach Rd., Salisbury

10:00 a.m. St. Joseph Church - 2 School St., Amesbury (Note the Ɵme change)

Second CollecƟon 
December 14 - Heat

St. André BesseƩe
Combined Weekly Offertory

Star of the Sea and St. Joseph Churches
Saturday / Sunday November 29 - 30, 2025
Offertory

83 Envelopes: Offertory   $4,411.85
Candles $   57.00
Online Giving $1,100.00
Total:     $5,568.85

Second CollecƟon - Maintenance 
Envelopes, Loose and Online: $1,719.00

an  yo  for your ongoin  suppor !

Mass CancelaƟon Policy for Inclement Weather
We recently hired a new plowing company who 
proved very effecƟve during the last snowfall. 
Therefore, as long as our lots are plowed, and our 
steps shoveled and salted, and it’s not right in the 
middle of a blizzard, Masses and events will 
con nue as scheduled. That being said, if roads are 
in poor condiƟon or you do not have a safe means 
of geƫng here, then please stay home. Be sure to 
sign up for Flocknotes so that Ɵmely 
announcements can be communicated to you via 
email or text message.

YOUNGG 
ADULTSS 

BIBLEE 
STUDYY 
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              Third Sunday of Advent

Office Staff

Reverend Patrick Fiorillo                 Pastor
  Pastor@StAndreB.org

Reverend Jack O’Brien          VisiƟng Senior Priest
Reverend Mister Chuck Hall            Deacon

  DeaconChuckHall@gmail.com

Reverend Mister Paul Specht          Senior Deacon
Beverly Fournier MA, MTS, MDiv    Spiritual DirecƟon

  bgfournier@comcast.net

Office Staff
Sue Greaney-Nolan   Admin. Assistant/Cemetery Secretary

SueG@StAndreB.org

Helen Theriault                     RecepƟonist/BulleƟn Editor
HelenT@StAndreB.org

Mary Connor Temporary Faith FormaƟon Admin.
FaithFormaƟon@StAndreB.org

Rick Fournier Finance Manager
   RickF@StAndreB.org

Maria Marques   FaciliƟes Manager 

WEEKEND MASS INTENTIONS - 2025
Saturday, December 13
6:30 am St. Joseph - Rorate Mass
4:00 pm St. Joseph - Arlene & Tony Wallaga &

Mary Benjamin
6:00 pm  Star of the Sea  - Dennis Kardos
Sunday, December 14
8:00 am Star of the Sea - Mass for the People
9:30 am St. Joseph - Jennifer Turgeon

WEEKDAY MASS INTENTIONS - 2025

Monday, December 15
9:00 am St. Joseph - Kathy Lucy
Tuesday, December 16
9:00 am Star of the Sea -
Wednesday, December 17
9:00 am St. Joseph -

Saturday, December 20
6:30 am St. Joseph - Rorate Mass
4:00 pm St. Joseph - Alexander, Joan & David Iworsky
6:00 pm  Star of the Sea  -
Sunday, December 21
8:00 am Star of the Sea - Mass for the People
9:30 am St. Joseph - Kathy Lucy

Monday, December 22
9:00 am St. Joseph - Deceased Member of the Robert A 

Gonthier Sr. Family
Tuesday, December 23
9:00 am Star of the Sea -
Wednesday, December 24—Christmas Eve Schedule

( See previous page, page 5 for Times and LocaƟon )

St. Joseph Church, December 2025
In Memory

Star of the Sea Church, December 2025
In Memory

Host & Wine
Frank, Angie & John Calobrisi

By Loving Family

Sanctuary Candle
James & Mickey Diresta

By Loving Family

Host & Wine
Leo Boudreau Jr.

By His Loving Wife Noella

Sanctuary Candle
Leo Boudreau Jr.

By His Loving Wife Noella

KEEP IN TOUCH WITH US VIA EMAIL AND TEXT ~FLOCKNOTE
Mass Ɵmes, weather cancellaƟons, ministry updates &  more delivered to you phone. 

Text SAB to 84576 or sign up online at: www.standreb.flocknote.com

Parish Office Address:  11 Sparhawk Street
Amesbury, MA 01913
Hours:  9:00 �Ã - 3:30 ÖÃ, Monday - Thursday
Closed: Friday, Saturday, Sunday & Holidays
Phone:  978.388.0330   Web:  www.StAndreB.org

Sacrament of ReconciliaƟon (Confession)  
St. Joseph Church

Saturday:  3:00 p.m. – 3:45 p.m.
Star of the Sea Church

During Advent only- Mondays, 6 -7pm 
EucharisƟc AdoraƟon & Confession available

mailto:Pastor@StAndreB.org
mailto:DeaconChuckHall@gmail.com
mailto:bgfournier@comcast.net
mailto:SueG@StAndreB.org
mailto:HelenT@StAndreB.org
mailto:on@StAndreB.org
mailto:RickF@StAndreB.org
www.standreb.flocknote.com
www.StAndreB.org
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“Feed My Sheep” John 21:17 

Main Street 
Marketplace
Amesbury’s Newest 

Shopping Destination.
23 Main Street, Amesbury 

978-971-6323

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

SAVE 32%

R E G .  $ 2 9 . 9 9 

NOW 
$19.99 
+ $7.99 SHIPPING

C A L L  1 - 8 3 3 - 8 0 8 - 1 8 1 4
PITTMANDAVIS.COM/P6YG26  USE CODE: P6YG26
Good while supplies last. Some restrictions may apply. 
Limit 5 tins per customer. IC: P6YG26

AN ADVENT
FESTIVAL OF

LESSONS & CAROLS

SUPPORT OUR PRIESTS 
THIS CHRISTMAS

Give today at
clergytrust.org

Your gift helps care for the 
health and well-being of 
priests in good standing.

SCAN HERE for 
Venmo, Google/ 
Apple Pay, PayPal 
via Givebutter.
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All your hardware, home, 
& garden supplies under 

one roof!

24 High St. Amesbury, MA

(978) 388-1313

Monday - Friday: 7am-5pm
Saturday: 7:30am-1pm

Sunday: Closed

Open to the public!

www.amesburyindustrial.com

Family Owned & Operated since 1929

28 Broad Street
Merrimac, MA

MECHANICAL 
& COLLISION 
SPECIALIST

SLOBAN AUTO BODY

978-346-8961   

Louis A. Hebbelinck II   |   193 High St. Newburyport, MA 01950   |   978-465-9323   |   www.tlcfuneralhome.com

Traditional Funerals

Pre-Planning & 

Cremation Services

A Full Service Funeral Home

Full Service 
Florist Serving 
the Seacoast

Beach Plum Flower Shop
50 Water St. Newburyport MA 01950
(978) 465-1739 beachplumtoo.com

Manufacturer of 
 and much more

WILMINGTON 978-658-2645 AMESBURY 

www.SheaConcrete.com

800-696-SHEA (7432)

E.V. Jutras & Sons Funeral Home 
Norman E. Jutras, Jr. - Director

118 Friend Street, Amesbury • 978-388-0430

6 Pond St. Amesbury

HOURS
Mon-Fri 

8am-9pm 
Sun 9am-6pm

We offer: FANCY MEATS, PRODUCE, BEER, 
WINE, LIQUOR, LOTTERY and more!

www.VermettesFoodmart.com

978-388-0320

“Feed My Sheep” John 21:17 

The Hungry Traveler
Restaurant & Lounge

Mercy Meals, Celebration of Life, Baby Shower, 
Birthdays, and Anniversary parties, Etc. 

We have a function room with an elevator. 
We are a full-service restaurant.   

978-465-9743
98 Beach Road, Salisbury, MA 01952

Kevin Moury: 978-361-7080
facebook.com/thehungrytraveler

Fee-Only Financial Planning
No Product Sales - Advice Only

Investment Management
Tax Planning & Tax Preparation

Retirement Income Planning
“Your Money Guide for Your Life’s Journey”

Steve Stanganelli, CFP®

www.TaxWealthNetwork.com
��������	�
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�����������������������	������

Angie’s Cleanouts and Junk Removal, LLC is your 

full-service junk removal and cleanouts company in 

Amesbury for your home or business.

20 years’ Experience.

Visit our website at www.angiesjunkremoval.com
Or Call Us Today for a Free Quote at 978-335-1952

8 Market Square, Amesbury

978-388-9031
www.greenery-designs.net

Greenery Designs 
Florals

StarbirdStarbird JEWELERSJEWELERS
80 Main St. Amesbury80 Main St. Amesbury

978-388-1882978-388-1882
www.starbirdjewelers.comwww.starbirdjewelers.com

AA

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

978-417-9127
Debbie Beal Realtor®


�������������������
������������ !�"

#$�	%&%	�	��'�	��	%�()���
***)�+	��$��,)���-��$$��$�	%��	%���

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

www.amesburyindustrial.com
www.tlcfuneralhome.com
www.SheaConcrete.com
www.SheaConcrete.com
www.SheaConcrete.com
www.VermettesFoodmart.com
www.TaxWealthNetwork.com
www.TaxWealthNetwork.com
www.angiesjunkremoval.com
www.angiesjunkremoval.com
www.greenery-designs.net
www.starbirdjewelers.com
www.starbirdjewelers.com

