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              TwenƟeth Sunday in Ordinary Time

St. André Bessette Parish
Parish Office Address:  11 Sparhawk Street, Amesbury, MA 01913

Hours:  9:00 �Ã - 3:30 ÖÃ, Monday - Thursday   Closed: Friday, Saturday, Sunday & Holidays
Phone:  978.388.0330   Web:  www.StAndreB.org

EUCHARISTIC CELEBRATIONS
WEEKEND MASSES

Saturday
4:00 p.m. - St. Joseph Church 
6:00 p.m. - Star of the Sea Church (Beach Chapel)

Sunday
8:00 a.m. - Star of the Sea Church (Beach Chapel)
9:30 a.m. - St. Joseph Church 

WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday 

9:00 a.m. - St. Joseph Church 
Tuesday

9:00 a.m. - Star of the Sea Church (Beach Chapel)
Wednesday

9:00 a.m. - St. Joseph Church 

ReconciliaƟon:  St. Joseph Church, Saturdays:  3:00 p.m. – 3:45 p.m.
      Star of the Sea Chapel, Sundays:  7:15 a.m. – 7:45 a.m. 

BapƟsm: Call parish office for scheduling

Sacrament of the Sick: For home emergency or when entering the hospital, please call the office.

Marriage:  Arrangements should be made by calling the parish office at least one (1) year in advance for 
marriage preparaƟons and desired date.

SACRAMENTAL CELEBRATIONS

Welcome! We are glad you are here to join us in worship in the celebraƟon of the Eucharist 
(Mass). At the Eucharist, the Church comes together to hear the Word of the Lord, to pray for 
the world's needs, to offer the sacrifice of the Cross in praise and thanks to God, to receive 

Christ Jesus in communion, and then to be sent forth in the Spirit as disciples of the Gospel. If you are not 
familiar with the Mass, the Order of the Mass can be found on pages 3-29 of the Breaking Bread hymnal. 
We call parƟcular aƩenƟon to the text of the Gloria and the Nicene Creed located on the inside cover. The 
scripture (Bible) readings for today's Mass can be found on page 204

St. Joseph Church
2 School St.
Amesbury, MA 01913

Star of the Sea Town Church
October thru May
18 Beach Rd.
Salisbury, MA 01952

Star of the Sea Beach Chapel
Memorial Day thru Columbus Day
141 North End Blvd.
Salisbury, MA 01952

www.StAndreB.org
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August 17, 2025

 From Fr. Ron Coyne
Friends,

Since I was a child, I heard a lot at Church about the word "grace". I got the impression that it was something we 
earned and it came to us either directly from God or from the Church. I'm going to look this up when I find an old 
BalƟmore Catechism, but meanwhile my memory tells me there are 3 forms of grace: actual, sacramental, and 
sancƟfying. I will refer to these at the conclusion of this note. Now that I'm thinking about it "grace" was presented 
to us as a special giŌ and we could accumulate it and I believed it put me in beƩer standing with God.

Having now spent my life as a Catholic ChrisƟan and 50 years as a priest I have a much different understanding of
"God's grace". God's presence in my life is a given as I believe God accompanies each of us on our life journey. I 
also believe that God's love for each of us is uncondiƟonal, which means I can't earn that love or lose that love. So 
today, my understanding of the word "grace" is the ability I have to grow in my understanding of God's presence 
and love in my life. So I don't do something to accumulate "more grace" because God can't love me anymore than 
from the moment of my birth.

So if someone goes to confession every week and I try to convince them that it can someƟmes be unnecessary or 
compulsive, they may tell me they are doing it "for the grace of the sacrament". Can I accumulate something that is 
a given?

When I celebrate the sacrament of matrimony, I am reminded of God's love in human relaƟonships. I'm not earning 
anything.

When I receive the sacrament of the eucharist, I am reminded of God's presence in my life. I'm not earning 
anything. In other words, I do not do these things so God will love me, I do these things because I know God loves 
me.

understanding of God and my understanding of myself. 

Well, as promised, I found a BalƟmore Catechism from pre-VaƟcan II. It has 214 quesƟons and answers about 
Church teaching. My memory is not as good as I thought. There are only 2 kinds of grace according to this ediƟon: 
actual and sancƟfying. This is quesƟon #55. Hold on! QuesƟon 141 does idenƟfy sacramental grace so I guess my 
memory does serve me well.

I remember having to memorize every one of those quesƟons and answers. AŌer the Second VaƟcan Council 
concluded, the bishops of Holland published the Dutch Catechism (1969) which aƩempted to capture the spirit of 
the documents that came out of that council. I took an elecƟve course in the Seminary on the Dutch Catechism. It 
was one of the best and most exciƟng courses in my 8 years of preparaƟon for the priesthood. In 1992, the Church 
in an aƩempt to once again define Church teaching, presented us with the Catechism of the Catholic Church.

I've read them all in my faith journey and I truly appreciate the bishops' aƩempts to define Catholic Church teaching.
But it is always the Gospel (the life of Christ) that remains my guide. I believe that the spirit and teaching of the 
Second VaƟcan Council comes the closest to the Good News of the Gospel.

Just to complicate maƩers, we have an expression that we use when a tragedy takes place, we oŌen say "there but 
for the grace of God go I" meaning we have been spared from such a fate. As we realize more and more that we are 
all one and that what affects any human being impacts us all, a beƩer expression may be "there because of the 
grace of God go I".

Think about it!

Fr. Ron Coyne
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              TwenƟeth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Please remember in your prayers all those who are 
sick in our Parish.
May the Spirit of Christ renew the 
giŌ of life within them and bring healing
to their minds, body and spirit.
Paul Palen, Hannah M., James Blood, Carole Young, 
Brian Donahue, Julio Folgar, Jennifer Campano, Joan 
Ferraro,  Armand HyaƩ, Sandra & Cliff BuƩry, Jeanine 
Fowler, Sue James, Patrick Willwerth, Paula Klein, 
Renee Fowler, Linda Follansbee, Jeanne Turgeon, Eileen 
Hughes, Ed Gagnon, Bob Doyle, Donna O’Neil, Jodi 
Rogers, Nancy Pouliot, Valerie PelleƟer

     OçÙ M®½®ã�Ùù F�Ã®½ù 
Please remember in your prayers the 
men and women of our parishes who 
are serving our country.

SSGT Ben Dignard, USAF, & wife Aurora
1LT Nicholas Fortuna, US Army NaƟonal Guard
SGT Keagan Gorman, USMC
SPC Zachary Zbierajewski, US Army
SSG Heath Coburn, US Army
TSGT Meaghan Zieske, USAF
CAPT William AusƟn, US Army
SGT Jonathan KraŌon, US Air NaƟonal Guard
CAPT Olyia Bashaw, USAF
1LT Mark C. Bashaw, US Army
SGT Nicholas EvereƩ, US Army Reserves
GM Cody Russell Morin, US Navy
2LT Evan King USMC
LCPL Ruairi Cleary Bentley, USMC
SGT Anthony J. Tomkiewicz Jr., USMC
AFC Lucas J. Tomkiewicz, USAF
SGT Evan M. Munson, US Army
SN Ryan Perkins, US Navy
SGT Alec V. Salzer, US Army
PFC MaƩhew DiBona, US Army
AN Spencer T. Butzen, US Navy 
CAPT Jake Gilbert, US Army
PFC Joseph Desprez, US Army
1LT Eleanor Fremont-Smith, US Army 
Heavenly Father, hold our troops in Your loving 
hands. Protect them as they protect us.  Bless 
them and their families for the selfless acts they 
perform for us in our Ɵme of need. We ask this 
through Christ our Lord. Amen

  PÙ�ù®Ä¦ ¥ÊÙ OçÙ FçãçÙ� PÙ®�ÝãÝ
Please include in your prayers, an 
Archdiocese of Boston seminarian by 
name every day and at every Mass.
Seminarian: 
Sunday, August 17 - Hieu Trung Chu
Monday, August 18 -  John-Vincent Barcinas
Tuesday, August 19 - Patrick Barr
Wednesday, August 20 - Patrick Early
Thursday, August 21 - Edward Fantuazz
Friday, August 22 - Samuel Neumann
Saturday, August 23 - Duoc Ngo

Star of the Sea Grand Annual

On the weekend of July 26-27, we began the 
Grand Annual collection at Star of the Sea Church. 
This year’s goal is $100,000. We are grateful for all 
who have been generous with your donation.

Additional collection on 8/3-4: $2,245.00

To date we have collected $13,231 towards our 
goal of $100,00.

This is an ongoing collecƟon and there are yellow 
envelopes located at the back and side doors of 
the church. If you were away or not able to 
donate on that weekend, please consider 
donaƟng by using the yellow envelope and placing 
it in the collecƟon basket.
As always, your generosity is greatly appreciated.
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August 17, 2025

August 17 - Maintenance
August 24 - Evangelization
August 31 - Maintenance

St.  André BesseƩe
Combined Weekly Offertory

Star of the Sea and St.  Joseph Churches
Saturday / Sunday August 3 - 4, 2025
Offertory

81 Envelopes: $4,091.00
Loose: $2,067.00
Candles $     60.00
Online Giving $ 1,258.00
Total:     $7,476.00

Second CollecƟon - UƟliƟes
Envelopes, Loose and Online: $1,604.47

an  yo  for your ongoin  suppor !

New Parish Event Beginning in October

The Faith FormaƟon Team and the Knights of 
Columbus are excited to announce a new family 
and faith event beginning in October. That 
includes food as well!

Beginning in October, on the second Friday of 
each month we will be hosƟng a family oriented 
religious even (Mass, EucharisƟc AdoraƟon or 
Rosary) at 5:00 p.m. followed by a family dinner 
coordinated with local merchants.

The religious event will include roses for family 
members as well as acƟviƟes focused on those 
events for parƟcipaƟng families. At the dinner we 
will include sumptuous meals or snacks as well as 
some music and a 50/50 raffle.

Watch this space for more details as we get closer 
to our first event in October!

The New St. André BesseƩe Parish Office Chapel
is now open!

Below are a couple of pictures of the new Parish Office Chapel. A Special Thank you to Beverly Fournier, 
and Maria Marques for designing and puƫng together a warm and welcoming prayer space.

The Chapel is open Monday through Wednesday from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  All must sign in at the 
recepƟonist window before proceeding to the third floor chapel.

Electronics  and Appliance Recycle Day
On Saturday August 30, from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. in St. Joseph’s parking lot, Sparhawk St. A company will 

be collecƟng items for recycling.  The items and price list is available at the back of the church.  
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Office Staff

Reverend Ronald Coyne                   Administrator

Reverend Jack O’Brien          VisiƟng Senior Priest

Reverend Mister Chuck Hall            Deacon
  DeaconChuckHall@gmail.com

Reverend Mister Paul Specht          Senior Deacon

Beverly Fournier MA, MTS, MDiv    Spiritual DirecƟon
  bgfournier@comcast.net

     

Office Staff
Sue Greaney-Nolan   Admin. Assistant/Cemetery Secretary

SueG@StAndreB.org

Helen Theriault                   RecepƟonist/BulleƟn Editor
HelenT@StAndreB.org

Diana Giard          Coordinator of Faith FormaƟon
DianaG@StAndreB.org

Rick Fournier Finance Manager
   RickF@StAndreB.org

Maria Marques   FaciliƟes Manager 

WEEKEND MASS INTENTIONS - 2025

Saturday, August 16

4:00 pm St. Joseph  - Fr. Tom Buckley

6:00 pm  Star of the Sea - Rita & Richard Fauliso

Sunday, August 17

8:00 am Star of the Sea - Joyce Wilson

9:30 am St. Joseph - People of our Parish

WEEKDAY MASS INTENTIONS - 2025

Monday, August 18

9:00 am St. Joseph - PaƩy Clifford

Tuesday, August 19

9:00 am Star of the Sea - Celebrant’s IntenƟon

Wednesday, August 20

9:00 am St. Joseph - Celebrant’s IntenƟon

St. Joseph Church, August 2025
In Memory

Star of the Sea Church, August 2025
In Memory

Host, Wine & Sanctuary Candle
are available to memorialize deceased 

loved ones.
Please contact the Parish office, 

(978) 388-0330, for more informaƟon

KEEP IN TOUCH WITH US VIA EMAIL AND TEXT ~FLOCKNOTE
Mass Ɵmes, weather cancellaƟons, ministry updates

&  more delivered to you phone. 
Text SAB to 84576 or sign up online at: www.standreb.flocknote.com

Saturday, August 23

4:00 pm St. Joseph  -

6:00 pm  Star of the Sea - Dennis Fitzgerald

Sunday, August 24

8:00 am Star of the Sea - Robert Sullivan

9:30 am St. Joseph - John & Cecile O’Neil

Monday, August 25

9:00 am St. Joseph - Leo Boudreau Jr.

Tuesday, August 26

9:00 am Star of the Sea -

Wednesday, August 27

9:00 am St. Joseph -

Host & Wine
Dennis Fitzgerald

By His Loving Wife & Family

Sanctuary Candle
Dennis Fitzgerald

By His Loving Wife & Family

mailto:DeaconChuckHall@gmail.com
mailto:bgfournier@comcast.net
mailto:SueG@StAndreB.org
mailto:HelenT@StAndreB.org
mailto:DianaG@StAndreB.org
mailto:RickF@StAndreB.org
www.standreb.flocknote.com
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NO 

INTEREST
NO 

PAYMENTS
*On Approved Credit*

MONTH

Custom Pull-Out Shelves 
for your existing cabinets and pantry. 

Call for Your FREE Design Consultation: 

(855) 625-9032
*Limit one offer per household. Must purchase 5+ Classic/Designer Pull-Out Shelves. EXP 9/30/25. 

Independently owned and operated franchise. ©2025 ShelfGenie SPV LLC. All rights Reserved.

Easy access, less stress, everything within reach.

50% OFF
INSTALL!*

*Includes labor and product; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. 

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted
IN AS LITTLE AS 1 DAY

(844) 300-2419
CALL NOW!

$1000
  OFF* OR

Military & Senior Discounts Available
OFFER EXPIRES 9/30/2025

0% Interest
For 18 Months**

$1500OFF 
**

OR

2025 Summer 
Home Protection Event!

LIFETIME
TRANSFERABLE 

WARRANTY+

With LeafFilterWithout LeafFilter

877-319-0949 
 FREE INSPECTION!

Promo Code: 285

End Cleaning Out Gutters!

Zero Clogged Gutters Guaranteed

75% OFF + $250
Limited time only!*

Installation Discount

“Feed My Sheep” John 21:17 



For Advertising call 617-779-3771 Pilot Bulletins Saint Andre Bessette, Amesbury/Salisbury, MA 4406/4744

All your hardware, home, 
& garden supplies under 

one roof!

24 High St. Amesbury, MA

(978) 388-1313

Monday - Friday: 7am-5pm
Saturday: 7:30am-1pm

Sunday: Closed

Open to the public!

www.amesburyindustrial.com

Family Owned & Operated since 1929

28 Broad Street
Merrimac, MA

MECHANICAL 
& COLLISION 
SPECIALIST

SLOBAN AUTO BODY

978-346-8961   

Louis A. Hebbelinck II   |   193 High St. Newburyport, MA 01950   |   978-465-9323   |   www.tlcfuneralhome.com

Traditional Funerals

Pre-Planning & 

Cremation Services

A Full Service Funeral Home

Full Service 
Florist Serving 
the Seacoast

Beach Plum Flower Shop
50 Water St. Newburyport MA 01950
(978) 465-1739 beachplumtoo.com

Manufacturer of 
 and much more

WILMINGTON 978-658-2645 AMESBURY 

www.SheaConcrete.com

800-696-SHEA (7432)

E.V. Jutras & Sons Funeral Home 
Norman E. Jutras, Jr. - Director

118 Friend Street, Amesbury • 978-388-0430

6 Pond St. Amesbury

HOURS
Mon-Fri 

8am-9pm 
Sun 9am-6pm

We offer: FANCY MEATS, PRODUCE, BEER, 
WINE, LIQUOR, LOTTERY and more!

www.VermettesFoodmart.com

978-388-0320

 “God is Love” 1 John 4:8 
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Memorial Ads

Available
617-779-3771

The Hungry Traveler
Restaurant & Lounge

Mercy Meals, Celebration of Life, Baby Shower, 
Birthdays, and Anniversary parties, Etc. 

We have a function room with an elevator. 
We are a full-service restaurant.   

978-465-9743
98 Beach Road, Salisbury, MA 01952

Kevin Moury: 978-361-7080
facebook.com/thehungrytraveler

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

978.465.9833

Experience the State Automotive Difference Quality. Integrity. Enthusiasm.

State Automotive Repair
Est. 2004196 Route 1, Newburyport

Dealer Alternative for All Makes
www.StateAutomotive.com

CONTACT US:

SureCritic 4.9   Google 4.7   CarFax 4.8

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

www.amesburyindustrial.com
www.tlcfuneralhome.com
www.SheaConcrete.com
www.SheaConcrete.com
www.SheaConcrete.com
www.VermettesFoodmart.com
www.StateAutomotive.com
www.StateAutomotive.com

